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Luke 12:49-59, “I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! * But |
have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed | am until it is completed! ** Do you think | came to bring
peace on earth? No, | tell you, but division. ° From now on there will be five in one family divided
against each other, three against two and two against three. >> They will be divided, father against son and
son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-
in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” >* He said to the crowd: “When you see a cloud
rising in the west, immediately you say, ‘It’s going to rain,” and it does. > And when the south wind
blows, you say, ‘It’s going to be hot,” and it is. *® Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance
of the earth and the sky. How is it that you don’t know how to interpret this present time? > “Why don’t
you judge for yourselves what is right? *® As you are going with your adversary to the magistrate, try hard
to be reconciled to him on the way, or he may drag you off to the judge, and the judge turn you over to
the officer, and the officer throw you into prison. > I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the
last penny.”

e It is unclear why Luke placed this material at this point in his narrative.

e As Jesus approached Jerusalem, the cross loomed larger & larger on his mental horizon. He paused to
reflect on the fiery realities the cross would unleash upon him & his followers. His reflections were a
pre-cross “reality check.” Jesus bared his feelings, his innermost heart, & revealed some very harsh
realities. It was good for the disciples, & it is good for his followers today, to see these realities
because we are in good shape only when we see things as they really are. Trouble comes when we see
reality, not as it is, but as we wish it would be.’

o 1. H. Marshall, “How | am totally governed by this until it be finally accomplished!”?

0 «I have come to bring fire on the earth,

e This is one of several “I have come to...” mission statements that Jesus makes.’

¢ In the Old Testament fire often refers to the stinging word that came through the prophets (Jer 5:14;
23:29). Division is clearly the result.

e Sometimes the truth is painful and divides.

e “Fire” is an emphatic position (literally Fire | have come to bring).

o Luke frequently uses fire as a negative metaphor.* It is the same here.
e This judgment of fire divides people into two camps.

and how I wish it were already kindled!

e Jesus longed for the completion of his mission, which was as yet incomplete.

o Jesus’ coming would bring the “falling and rising of many” (2:34), and this involved both the
blessing of the poor and the accompanying condemnation of the rich.

e But, what, exactly, was Jesus thinking about that was so troubling?

e Shortly after the Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem, Jesus said,

e John 12:27-28a, “Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’?
No, it was for this very reason | came to this hour. ®Father, glorify your name!””

¢ In the garden of Gethsemane he prayed,

! R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, 2 vols. (Wheaton: Crossway Books, 1998), 2:67.

2 1. Howard Marshall, The Gospel of Luke (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1974), 547.

% See, for example, the “I have come to ...” statements by Jesus in Luke: 5:32; 7:34; Jn 3:2; 5:43; 7:28; 12:27, 47; 16:28; 18:37.
* Luke 3:9, 17; 9:54; 17:29; cf. also Gen 19:24; Exod 9:24; Ps 66:12; Rev 8:5, 7; 20:9-10.

® For the view that it is positive and refers to the coming of the Spirit, see E. Earle Ellis, The Gospel of Luke (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1981), 182-83.
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o Luke 22:42-44, ““Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be
done.” **An angel from heaven appeared to him & strengthened him. “And being in anguish, he
prayed more earnestly, & his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.”

0 But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed | am until it is completed!

e Baptism alludes to the “inundation of the waters of divine judgment’®

e S0 Jesus understands that he will bear the force of judgment. God’s plan and the Spirit’s judging
work cannot come until Jesus dies.

e The term “baptism” describes being overwhelmed with catastrophe.

Mark 10:38-39, “Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. ‘Teacher,’ they said, ‘we

want you to do for us whatever we ask.” ** What do you want me to do for you?’ he asked. *'They

replied, ‘Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.” ** You don't know what
you are asking,” Jesus said. ‘Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized
with?” ¥ We can,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized
with the baptism | am baptized with, “but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places
belong to those for whom they have been prepared.’”’

e In other words, ““You cannot have what you have asked for, but what you have not asked for, this, |

will most certainly give to you. Have a nice day.”

¢ “Baptism” forms a parallelism with the “cup” So “cup” refers to Jesus’ passion & death.

e Hebrews 12:2-3, “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author & perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before
him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. *Consider him
who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”

¢ R. Kent Hughes, “The artful butchery and prolonged torture were not what distressed him, but rather
the necessity of his taking on the raw sewage of our sins—so that he, in effect, would choke and drown
in it and become the same (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:21). Here is where the cross lifts Christ and Christianity
high above all other religions.”’

>! Do you think | came to bring peace on earth? No, | tell you, but division.

¢ In proclaiming this Jesus’ intent was to both shock and to inform his followers.

e For example, a major U.S. daily, as a matter of policy, will not print the two words Jesus Christ
together because, the editor says, that represents an editorial judgment.®

>2 From now on there will be five in one family divided against each other, three against two and

two against three. **They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against

daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-
law against mother-in-law.”

e Division: The division Jesus described is of the most heartbreaking kind—family relationships.

o Jesus’ words here are quoted from the Old Testament.

o Micah 7:6, “For a son dishonors his father, a daughter rises up against her mother, a daughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law—a man’s enemies are the members of his own household.”

o Jesus forces choices about what God is doing, and family members will choose differently.

o Jesus’ point is simple: “Expect division. Opposition to me is a given, in every time & every place.”

e For example, the American media is generally hostile to personal references to Jesus Christ.

® Albrecht Oepke, “Bénto ktA,” in Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, ed. Gerhard Kittel, 10 vols. (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans1964). The full article spans 1:529-46; the specific quotation above is found on pages 538-39. See also Job 9:28-30; the
“floods of persecution,” Ps 18:4, 16; Is 8:7-8.

"R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, 2 vols. (Wheaton: Crossway Books, 1998), 2:67.

& Charles Colson, Kingdoms in Conflict (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1987), 216.
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Charles Colson tells how interviewers frequently “just steer away from religious topics.”

Charles Colson, “Some people take offense, you know,” said one. Another advised me it was against
station policy to discuss religion on the air. Others say nothing; once we begin they simply steer the
questions to the comparatively safer ground of prisons, criminal justice, or politics. They usually
appear aghast when | bring the answers back to my experiences with Jesus Christ.””

His words are offensive to a pluralistic society.

John 14:6, “l am the way & the truth & the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
Jesus did not come to tell people that all paths lead to God.

He did not come to tell people that what you believe does not matter.

Jesus did not believe that all people are good, or espouse the perfectibility of humanity.

Jesus did not say you can do whatever you want as long as you do not hurt anyone else.

His ethics are radical.

o He demands careful obedience & costly loyalty.

If you attempt to follow Christ, you will experience division.°

2 Timothy 3:12 “Fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”
And sometimes the division & persecution come from those we love the most.

O O O O O

> He said to the crowd: “When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, ‘It’s going
to rain,” and it does. >And when the south wind blows, you say, ‘It’s going to be hot,’ and it is.
**Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it that
you don’t know how to interpret this present time?

Hypocrites! Jesus use of this word reveals that the crowd’s sin was not due to simple ignorance but

to willful ignorance,

o Joseph Fitzmyer, “Their problem was much more an unwillingness to interpret than an
inability."**

The section notes the crowd’s inability to recognize God’s present work day in their midst.

o Ineffect, Jesus calls his hearers/readers to think of a weather forecast.

o Today meteorologists work with satellite images and Doppler radar, whereas in the ancient world
there was only one tool-their eyes.

o The people could predict the weather in Palestine by making a few simple observations.
= A westerly wind meant that moisture from the Mediterranean was riding in and clouds and

rain would follow.
= Southwesterly breezes meant that heat from the desert was on the way and a rise in
temperature could be anticipated.

o Likewise, the signs of the times could also be discerned.

o Their problem was that they did not discern the significance of the present moment.

The contrast is between the crowd’s ability to interpret these signs and their culpable inability to

recognize the signs or their meaning—»both of which were right in front of them.

o They missed the significance of Luke 7:22, “The blind receive their sight, the lame walk ...the
dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.”

Interestingly though, Jesus’ opponents recognized that his miracles needed to be explained.*?

® Colson, Kingdoms in Conflict, 215.

%t is also true, of course, that many Christians suffer, not because they follow Jesus, but because they are judgmental, boorish, pious
buffoons.

! Joseph Fitzmyer, The Gospel According to Luke I-1X, 2 vols. (New York: Doubleday & Company, 1983), 2:1000.

12 They meant something—the question was what? See Luke 11:15.
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o |f they had only been open to the truth, they would have been able to interpret the present and
recognize that God’s kingdom had in fact arrived.

e The signs of the time are everywhere, and so was spiritual blindness.

e Not reading this weather correctly is dangerous—more dangerous than missing a hurricane.

e Jesus indicted them for their hypocrisy because they didn’t use the same shrewdness when examining
his messianic ministry.*®

e  Why were they so good at reading earth’s winds and such failures at reading the spiritual winds that
were beginning to howl? Why were they so shrewd in earthly matters and such dunces in spiritual
matters? Why this hypocrisy—this pretense?

e They did not want to discern the cosmic events, and in fact were unwilling to try.

e If they had paid half as much attention to the spiritual signs as they did to the meteorological signs,

they would have understood and prepared themselves. Hughes observes. ..

“This present time” is literally this time, and refers to the time in salvation history marked by the

coming of God’s kingdom in Jesus’ ministry.

e Warren Wiersbe, “Today, men can predict the movements of the heavenly bodies, split atoms, and
even put men on the moon; but they are blind to what God is doing in the world. They know how to
get to the stars, but they do not know how to get to heaven! Our educated world possesses a great deal
of scientific knowledge but not much spiritual wisdom.”**

e R. Kent Hughes, “Today too many people pay far more attention to what is blowing in from the west
than they do to the cosmic winds that are determining their future. That is why at least a brief weather
summary is placed on the front page of the newspaper, but the religion section is buried in an obscure
subsection.™

e InJesus’ day the cycle was repeated: The people rejected Jesus bringing terrible judgment on Israel as
a nation (e.g., the sack of Jerusalemin 70 A.D.).

o “After the cross Isracl was given time to repent, but when there was no national repentance, the
wrath of God fell. Jerusalem fell by the sword, crosses covered the hills like grim forests, and the
people were deported to all the nations.”®

13 John Nolland, Luke 9:21-18:34, 3 vols in the Luke commentary (Dallas: Word, 1993), 2:712-713. Nolland writes: “Jesus accuses

the crowds of hypocrisy because they are not ready to apply the same shrewdness to the indicators contained in the unfolding of his

own ministry (and perhaps also its precursor in the ministry of John). The events of ‘this [present] time’ point just as reliably as any
weather indicators to the coming day of answerability to God” (2:713). Furthermore, consider the following:

e First, there was the sheer weight of Jesus ’ person. There was not a hint of pride or lust or jealousy in Jesus. His ethical conduct was blameless.
There were no attitudinal sins. He was without fault, and his sizzling perfection dominated every encounter. His words were unlike any ever
heard. His knowledge of Scripture, his reason, his originality (consider the parables), his insight and wisdom were unparalleled. No one ever had
spoken like him!

e  Second, there were his remarkable deeds, performed in done in public for all to see, including healings, raisings of the dead, nature miracles, and
exorcisms. He had said, ‘“But if T drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you™ (11:20). Never had there
been such a display of power.

e Third, his messianic persona was present for all to see. The massive force of his person, his words, his deeds, and his messianic assertions
confronted all who met him.

e  Fourth, they had the testimony of history. They had the record of their people’s tragic repeated historical cycles in dealing with the prophets: 1)
the prophets preached righteousness, 2) the people rejected their message, 3) divine judgment fell. How could they ignore the repeated cycles of
Israel’s persecution and rejection of the prophets, followed by God’s judgment in the form of exile?

Fifth, the mounting rejection of Christ should have forewarned them of what was to come.

1 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary (Wheaton: Victor Books, 1989), Luke 12:35.

> Hughes, Luke, 75.

'® Hughes, Luke, 76; Hughes is referring to the account of Israel’s destruction as recorded in Flavius Josephus: Josephus, The

Essential Writings: A Condensation of Jewish Antiquities and The Jewish War, Paul L. Maier, trans. & ed. (Grand Rapids: Kregel

Publications, 1988), 347-366.
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o The single most significant question | can ask you this morning is this: Will you repeat the same
cycle? Will you reject God’s claims upon your life through Jesus Christ and face the impending
judgment he has promised, or will you willingly and wholeheartedly give yourself over to the
Lordship of Jesus Christ and submit to his rule?

o Do you plan your life around the rain and weather but ignore the cosmic zephyrs and signs from
heaven? Peter said that most people choose the later:

o 2 Peter 3:3-7, “First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing
and following their own evil desires. “They will say, ‘Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever
since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” °But they
deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out
of water and by water. °By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed.
"By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of
judgment and destruction of ungodly men.”

e The winds are there if we are willing to observe them, and they portend a firestorm of judgment, a
fact most people prefer to ignore or deny.
e Heavy weather is surely coming, and coming soon. The storm warnings are out.
e Jesus, next, called on the multitudes for their reflection & judgment on a simple question:
*"“Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is right? **As you are going with your adversary to the
magistrate (a; rcwn, archon), try hard to be reconciled to him on the way, or he may drag you
off to the judge, and the judge turn you over to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison.
*| tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.”
e The judgment in view is a legal, civil dispute before a praktor (NIV officer).
o A praktor was a financial official that was in charge of the debtors’ prison.*
Family members had to pay the full balance of a debt before the jailed debtor was released.™®
Jesus’ point and his imagery are simple and graphic: settle up accounts—avoid prison.
Those who fail to settle accounts will be “dragged away” to prison.
Guilty parties will pay every cent of their debt, and there will be no escaping this bounty hunter.
The comparison is not exact, but the point is our accountability before God.
Jesus is not talking about relationships with other people here but our relationship with God. Hence,
the need to repent.
We all have debts to God that must be paid.
e “Bankruptcy” and “debtors’ prison” will be the results of rejecting God.
e To settle accounts with God, we must come to grips with Jesus. *°
o His presence forces choices and brings the potential for division.
o [t is better to settle with one’s accuser than to appear before a judge.
e This final remark sets up the discussion on repentance in 13:1-5.
o Refers to the present eschatological situation. God’s kingdom has come! Therefore make peace now
with God, the Judge, while there is yet time. If you delay, it will be too late.?’

7

17 See Christian Maurer, “Tpdooo kth,” in the Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, ed. Gerhard Kittel, 10 vols. (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans1968), 6:642; and Karl Rengstorf, “0 wnpéng, U mnpetéw,” in the Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, ed.
Gerhard Kittel, 10 vols. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1972), 8:539; Robert Stein, Luke, in The New American Commentary series
(Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2001), 363.

'8 Craig Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1993), Luke 12:51-58.
19 Darrell Bock, Luke (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1994), Luke 12:49.

2 Joachim Jeremias, The Parables of Jesus (London: SCM, 1955), 43-44.
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e The point: A decision should be made while there is time.
o God’s kingdom has arrived, it is time to get your life in order, for their isn’t much time.
¢ In light of the eschatological situation, the need for reconciliation with God is most important.

e Division, of course, is only half the story. Jesus does give peace to those who trust Him (Rom. 5:1),
but often their confession of faith becomes a declaration of war among their family and friends. Jesus
Is a cause of division (see John 7:12, 43; 9:16; 10:19).

e John 14:27, “Peace | leave with you; my peace | give you. | do not give to you as the world gives.”

e He also gives us peace with his own people, other believers.

e Ephesians 2:17-18, “He came & preached peace to you who were far away & peace to those who
were near. For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.”

e Jesus prayed for his people’s mutual peace:

e John 17:21-23, “That all of them may be one, Father, just as...we are one: 1 in them and you in me.
May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them
even as you have loved me.”

e S0 what? So...seek to be reconciled with God before it is too late.

e J.C. Ryle, “Peace with God is by far the first [and most important] thing in [life]. Peace with God is
the principal thing which the Gospel of Christ offers to the soul...Let us never rest until we know and
feel that we are reconciled to God. [Do] not be content with going to church, using the means of
grace, without knowing if our sins are pardoned and our souls justified. Then and only then can we lie
down in peace and look forward to the judgment without fear.”

21 J. C. Ryle, Luke in The Crossway Classic Commentaries series (Wheaton: Crossway Books, 1997), Luke 12:49.



